
Geography

What will you learn?

You will learn to explore and understand the 
world around you. The AQA I/GCSE course is 
designed to allow students to develop their  
skills of research, investigation and questioning. 
Why do rivers flood and should we try to prevent 
it happening? Why does Mumbai have shanty 
towns? Which parts are more ethnically diverse 
and what effect does this have? How did 
Hurricane Haiyan cause so many deaths?  
Will Nigeria be the new power house of 
economic growth? These questions are 
representative of the six unit course which  
starts in Year 9 and are examples of the  
enquiring and relevant nature of the subject.

What do students say?

“I really enjoy decision-making activities, where we have to decide 
on the best course of action in different scenarios. It really helps us 
understand different viewpoints of the same issue.”

“Geography gives you a perspective on the world like no other 
subject. From overpopulation to continental drift, I’ve seen how  
the world has changed, and how it could be.”

“The Snowdonia trip was an amazing opportunity to transfer  
what we learnt in lessons to the dramatic landscape!”

Opportunities...

Geography is an opportunistic subject and  
no two years are the same. We will respond to 
new developments both locally and globally;  
a BBC report on developments in Ethiopia, a 
newspaper article following a flood in Carlisle,  
a review of the predictions for sea level rise all 
inform the students learning as they happen. 
Geography also brings opportunities for 
individual interests and we encourage students  
to find those that particularly excite them; it  
is these that provide a platform for study well 
beyond I/GCSE.

Students are given opportunities to further 
extend their learning through national 
competitions and lectures. For example, 
students recently heard a talk from a Royal 
Navy Officer who shared first hand experience 
of working with migrants in the Mediterranean.

Who teaches it?

Hannah Spencer is Head of Geography. She is an experienced geography teacher who joined St Helen’s  
in April 2015. Outside interests include cycling, pilates and knitting.

Lucy Snowdon has taught at St Helen’s since September 2011 and has great enthusiasm for the subject. 
Having lived abroad for many years and with experience of teaching in a range of schools she brings an 
interesting and very valuable dimension to the department. She is also a black belt in tae kwon-do!

Amber Tate joined the department in September 2013 having had experience as  Head of Geography  
in another school and teaching a wide range of geography courses and fieldwork. She is a keen  
netball player.

Liz Bedford joined the School in September 2015 as Director of Students. She is a keen geographer with 
particular interest in cold environments. Outside interests include cycling, running and mountain climbing.

Rachel Aston joined St Helen’s in 2018. She brings experience of working as Head of Department in other 
schools and in her spare time enjoys time outdoors – skiing, surfing, kayaking and running.

Hannah Spencer, Head of Geography

Results gained in 2018:

GCSE geography: 
97% at 9-7 with 98% at 9-6
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How is the subject taught?

Lessons are the source of the subject material 
but students are expected to take this further 
through their own work and collaboration  
with others. Geographers are articulate,  
literate, numerate and able to identify  
patterns in data, maps, diagrams and images. 
Fieldwork is essential to move from the 
straightforward version of the text book to  
the complexity of reality. A residential fieldwork 
course in Snowdonia in Year 10 covers the  
two compulsory field work activities examined 
at I/GCSE level as well as allowing students to 
understand glacial and fluvial environments 
first hand.


